








THE RVER. 


SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 28, 1809. 


PRUDENCE AS TO SECRECY. 

TO know how to govern the tougue, is a rare, but necessary and 
useful science. A person who has brou shi his soul under proper dis- 
cipline, by regulating his thoughts, desires, a: nd affections, must have 
mude a consicerable ‘proficiency in this science ; ; for the tongue is only 
the interpreter of the mind. The rem: ining pe rt is ¢ trifle in com- 
parison of this: the work, however, is not “completed ; for we are 
stiilto observe, that there are thoug! ts, desires, and affections of 
such a nature, that though they are im.ocent while confined within 
our breasts, yet become indecent and culpable by being divulged by 
the tongue. 

Indiscretion in discourse, is a fault in which injustice is added to 
imprudence. To reveal the secret, either of a friend or of any other 


' person, is disposing of another man’s 7: ‘operty ; it is abusing a trust, 


an abuse so much the more criminal, a: it is always ivrepar able. If 
you lavish a sum of money with which you were encrusted, perhaps 
you will be able some time or other to make restitution ; but how is it 
possible to make a secret, once divulge i, return into the recesses of 
da»kness. 

Whether you have or have not prom sed to.be silent, your obliga- 
tic to secrecy is the same, if the conficence be of such a nature as 
to vequire it: to hear the story out, is cugaging not to reveal it. 

‘To recommend discretion to a confic ant whois prudent and cir- 
culaspect, Is. an unnecessary precauticn ; because, without your re- 
commendation, he knows how to be silent. ‘Lo charge a fool with 
secrecy, is likewise a snpertiuous trouble ; you can have no secrecy 
frcm his promise. He does not think himself obliged to secrecy, if 
he has not given his word ; and if by cance he is silent, it is owing 
to want of memory or opportunity. Put, if unluckily he has pro- 
mised tu be discreet, neither opportunicy nor memory will fail him. 
Afier his pro lise is made, he weighs and examines it, which before 
he did not; he thinks he has gone too far, and wants to recall his 
word. What a heavy burden must a secret be to a fool? He’is sure 
not to forget what you have committed to his trust---for how is it pos- 
sibie for him to carry so ponderous a \dad, without thinking of it? 
He imagines every one perceives the confusion which he mwardly 


No. 15. 


~ 








eae ete 














NN a 
~ agen 8 





110 MORAL AND RELIGIOUS. 


feels ; that they penetrate into the recesses of his breast, and there 
read the secret. ‘Fo save himself, therefore, the vexation of having 
it found out, he at length resolves to betray his trust, after strictly 
charging his new confidant to remember, that what he has disclosed 
to him is an affair of the utmost importance. 

Be then upon your guard ; for though you be only a confidant, you 
may mect with some prying meddlers, who, pretending to share the 
confidence of your friend, may mform themisely es from your mouth 
of what they only surmised before. Notw ithstanding this is so com 
mon a stratagem, so usual a snare, yet there are daily instances of 
people being caught in it. 

But were it ever true, that the person who entrusted his secret to 
you had reposed the same confidence in others, this is not a reason 
that dischar ges you from your obligation of secrecy ; you should al- 
ways inviolably observe it, without disclosing the affair even to those 
who have equally shared in your friend’s confidence. How do you 
know but it is a matter of importance, that in company with those 
very persons you shall appear to know nothing of the matter? 

‘** But some of them,” you may say, “‘ have spoken of it alr cady 
what do you pretend to infer from thence ? Does another person’s infi- 
delity justify yours. Again I repeat it, you have accepted a trust, 
and none but the person who reposed it can discharge you from it ; 
he alone who communicated the secret to you hasa right to untic 


your tongue. 
Even a rupture between.two-friends dees not annul the obligation 


of secrecy: you cannot get-rid of your debts by quarrelling with your 
creditor. How detestable a perfidy is it, to employ for your resent- 
ment the arms you have drawn from the bosom of fr iendship ! Though 


we should cease to be united by the ties of affection, are we therefore 
discharged from those of honesty and rectitude. 

In vain would you alledge, that the wretch whom you detest has 
merited your aversion, merely through his own indiscretion in dis- 
oa your secret. A fine prospect of revenge! ‘To punish a treach- 

you are to become yourself a traitor. 

"You ought to lodge another person’s secret in the most impenetra- 
ble recess of your bosom. You should conceal it, if possible, from 
yourself, for fear of being ever tempted to make a bad use of it. To 


apply this knowledge either to the prejudice of the person who con- 


fided in you, or to your own particular emolument, is usurping ano- 
ther person’s property---a usurpation which even the desire of re- 
venge, already criminal in itself, is incapable to justify. 

How much more flagitious a crime would it be, to make use of the 
very benefits conferred upon you, in order to betray your benefactor. 
There are favours which ought always to be concealed ; and the same 


principle of gratitude which prompts us to publish others, obliges us 


yet more strongly to conceal these. Byt too often the reverse falls 
out; those which we ought to divulge, through ingratitude we conceal : 
and those which we ought to.conceal, we divulge through vanity. 


RE 


ON THE AMUSEMENTS OF SUNDAY. 
By Vicemus Knox, D. D. 


The institution of a day devoted to rest and reflection, after six 


days spent in labour and dissipation, is not only wise in a political 


and religious view, but highly agreeable to the nature of man. ‘The 


human mind is so constituted by nature, as to make greater advances 
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by short flights frequently. repeated, than by uninterrupted progres- 
sion. After the cessation of a whole day, the operations of the week 
ure begun with fresh ardour, and require a degree of novelty ; a qual- 
ity which possesses a most powerful effect in stimulating to applica- 
tion. In truth, no time is lost to the public by the observation of a 
Sabbath ; for the loss of a few hours is amply compensated by the 
additional vigour and spirit which are given to human activity by the 
agreeable vicissitude. A thousand reasons might be assigned for the 
observation of it, supposing it wanted any, superadded to the sanction 
of divine authority. Among others, the long duration of this estab- 
lishment is, in my opinion, an argument greatly in its favour; for hu- 
man affairs in a long course of years, settle, for the most part, like 
water, in their proper ievel and situation. 

It may, then, be numbered among the follies-of modern innovators, 
and pretenders to superior enlargement of mind and freedom from 
prejudice, that they have endeavoured to destroy the sanctity, and, 
in course, the essential purposes of this sacred institution. They 
have laboured to render it a day of public and pleasurable diversion ; 
and, if they had succeeded, they would have’ made Sunday in no re- 
spect different from the other days of the week ; for if one man were 
allowed to pursue pleasure at the usual public places, another, who 
ielt the influence of avarice more than the love of pleasure, would 
justly have claimed a right to pursue his lucrative labour. And, in- 
deed, it must be owned, that there would be far less evil in prosecut-_ 
ing the designs of honest industry, than in relaxing the nerves of 
the mind by a dissolute pursuit of nominal pleasures ; of such plea- 
sures as usually terminate in pain, disease, and ruin. The national 
spirit and strength must be impaired by national corruption. Feeble- 
ness of mind is the unavoidable effect of excessive dissipation ; but 
how shall the political machine perform its movements with efficacy, 
when the~minds of the people, the springs of the-whole, have lost 
their elasticity ; If you were to prohibit honest labour, and allow pub- 
lic pleasures, Sunday would become a day of uncontrolled debauche- 
ries and drunkenness. It would infallibly sink the lower classes to 


that degenerate state in which they. appear in some neighbouring’ 


countries, and would consequently facilitate the annihilation of civil 
hberty. 

The decent observation of Sunday is, indeed, to be urged by argu- 
ments of a nature greatly superior to political reasons ; but political 
reasons ere offtred; because, with the opposers of the observation of 
the Sabbath, political arguments are more likely to have weight than 
religious. ‘Chey who hold the Bible so cheap as to have confuted, in 
theirown minds, every thing it contains, without ever having looked 
into it, are often the professed idolators of civil rights. And 
though it might be in vain to urge, that Sunday should be decently kept 
‘or the seke of promoting the interests of the Gospel, it would proba- 
biy be an inducement to pay it all due attention, if we could convince 
certain persons, that a decent regar d to it promotes such sentiments 
and principles among the people as have a tendency to support 
interesis which conduce tothe walbare of our country. But every 
thing wiich promotes virtue is salutary to the mind, considered only 
1S 2, The icine ; as a bracer, if ] may so express it, or a corr oborative 
remedy. Now strength and vigour ‘of mind are absolutely necessary, 
if we would cons stantly entertain an adequate idea of the blessings of 
Lic 1 take e®@ectunl metheds to defend it when it is infringed. 
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ing them all their force, still it will be urged by great numbers, ari 


‘those too in the higher spheres of life, that ali business being pra 


ited on Sundays, they are really at a loss how to spend their tim 

“‘ Let us,” say they, “‘since we are forbidden to work, let us play 
Let us have public diversions. ‘There can be no harm in a pélite p1 
menade. Indeed,” they insist, “if it were not for the prejudices of 
the canatlle, it would be right to permit more places of’public diver- 
sion on Sundavs than on other days; obviously because we have no- 
thing else to do but to attend to them. But our peczedices are 
too deeply rooted to be eradicated. On the continent the return of 
Sunday is delightful ; but in our gloomy couutry it is a blank in exisi- 
ence, and ought to be blotted out of the calender.” 

Such arguments are, indeed, attended with their own refutation ; 
but it is certainly true, that some orders among us are distressed 
for methods of employi ing their time ona Sunday. I will therefor 
beg leave, from motives of compassion, to suggest some hints 
Which may contribute to relieve them from the ve ry painful situation 


‘of not knowing how to pass away the lagging hours. Sunday is select- 


ed by the fashionable for travelling to their country-seats or to the 
watering-places ; aid it is observed by the country people, that on 
no day so many coaches with chairs pass through their towns and 
villages as on the Lord’s Day. But to Christianstiere are other em- 

loy ments peculiar to the day, which will leave no part of it disengag- 


-ed. If any.are not Christians: their contempt of the Sabbath is one 


cfthe least of their errors, and before it can be removed, a belief 
must be produced; to attempt which does not immediately fall with- 
in the limits or design of this paper. 

But, supposing them Christians, let us endeavour to provide amuse- 
ment for them ¢h uring the twelve hours in every seven days, in which 
the business of the world is precluded. If our public characters 
wouid condescend to go to church, they might find themselves 
well employed from ten o’clock till twelve. To the prayers they can 
have no reasonable objection ; and with respect to the sermon, though 

its diction or its sentiments may not be excellent, yet, in the present 
times, the want of merit is usually compensated by brevity. And the 
great man may comfort himself, during its continuance, with reflect- 
jag, that, though he is neither pleased nor instructed by it, yet he 
himself is preaching in effect a most persuasive sermon by giving his 
attendance. His example will attract many auditors; and bad in- 
ceed must be the discourse from which the vulgar hearer cannot de- 
rive much advantage. If any charitable purpose is to be accomplish- 
ed, and there never passes.a Sunday but in the metropolis many such 
purposes are to be accomplished, the bare presence of a man in high 
life will contribute greatly to augment the pecuniary collection. And, 
if a gentleman were as willing to give his presence to a cha- 
;ity sermon as to a horse-race, to contribute to the support of orphans 
and’ widows, as to keep a stud and a pack of hounds, perhaps he 
wouid find himself no loser, even in the grand object of his life, the 
enjoyment of pleasure. 

The interval between the morning and ev ening service may sv irely 
be spent in re acing, or in improving conversation. The rest of the 
day, even to eight o’clock may be spent in the metropolis at church, 
if any one Chuses it; for evening lectures abound. And, though there 
1s no obligation to atiend at more than the established times, Vet no 
man Can say there are no pudlic places of resort, when he can scarce- 
lv turn a corner without seelag a church- door qgpen, and hearing a 
bell importunely inviting him to enter. 
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The little time which remains after the usual religious duties of 
the day, may certainly be spent in such a manner as to Cause no tedi- 
um, even though the gaming-houses be shut, and the rigid law forbids 
us to enter Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and the theatres. A cheerful walk 
amidst rural scenes is capable of affording, in fine weather, a very 
delightful pleasure. In all seasons, at all hours, and in all weathers, 
conversation may furnish an exquisite delight; and such beoks may 
be precured as are able to improve, exalt, refine, and captivate. He 
who calls in question the truth of this, must allow his hearers to call 
in question his claim to rationality. 

The subordinate classes, for I have hitherto been speaking of the 
higher, seldom complain that they know not what to do on a Sunday. 
To them it is a joyfulfestival. They, for the most part, are constant 
attendants at church ; and the decency of their habits and appear- 
ance, the cleanliness which they display, the opportunity they enjoy 
of meeting their neighbours in the same regular and decent situation 
with themselves, render Sunday highly advantageous to them, exclu- 
sively of its religious advantages. ‘They usually fill up the intervals 
ef divine service with a rural walk, and their little indulgences at the 
tea-houses are highly proper and allowable. They are confined to 
sedentary and laborious work during the week ; and a walk in the 
fresh air is most conducive to their health, while it affords them a 
very lively pleasure, such a pleasure indeed as we have all felt in 
Milton’s famous description of it. The common people are suffi- 
ciently delighted with such enjoyments, and would be really displeas- 
ed with those public diversions which our travelled reformers in high 
life have desired to introduce. 

Neither are they in want of disputing societies to fill up their time. 
There are churches in great abundance. After they have attended 
at them, it is far better that they should walk in the fields, than be 
pent up inaclose room and putrifying air, where their health must 
suffer more than even in the exercise of their handicraft trade. But 
the injury of their health is, indeed, one of the least of the evils which 
they must endure, were they allowed to attend at every turbulent as- 
sembly, which either the avaricious or the infidel may convene. 

Why should the present race, whether high or low, stand more in 
need of public diversions on a Sunday than our forefathers in the last 
aml in the beginning of the present century ? No good reason can be 
given. It may not indeed be improbable that the true origin of this 
new-created want is, that the greater part of the present race, from 
the defect of a religious education, or from subsequent dissipation, which 
is found to obliterate all serious ideas, have no relish for the proper and 
natural methods of spending their time on a Sunday, the performance 
of religious duties, and the exertions of beneficence on principles of 
Christian charity. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


WasHINGTON City, May 23, 1809. 
This day at twelve o’clock, the President of the U. States commu- 
nicated by Mr. Graham, the following message to both houses of Con- 
gress. 
Fellow citizens of the Senate, and of the house of Refiresentatives. 
On this first occasion of meeting you, it affords me much satisfaction 
to be able to communicate the commencement of a favourable change 
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in our foreign relations ; the critical state of which, induced a session 
of Congress at this period. 

In consequence of the provisions of the act interdicting commercial 
intercourse with Great Britain and France, our ministers at London 
and Paris were, without delay, instructed to let it be understood by 
the French and British governments, that the authority vested in the 
executive, to renew commercial intercourse with their respective na- 
tions, would be exercised in the case specified by that act. 

Soon after these instructions were dispatched, it was found that the 
British government, anticipating, from early proceedings of congress 
at their last session, the state of our laws, which has had the effect of 
placing the twobelliger ent powers on a footing of equal restrictions, and 
relying on the conciliatory disposition of the United States, had trans- 
mitted to their legation here, provisional instructions, not only to offer 
satisfaction for the attack on the frigate Chesapeake, and to make 
Known the determination of his Britannic majesty, to send an envoy 
extraordinary with powers to conclude a treaty on all points: between 
the two countries; but, moreover, to signify his willingness, in the 
mean time, to withdrew his Orders in Council in the persuasion that 
the intercourse with Great Britain would be renewed on the part of 
the U. States. 

These steps of the British government led to the correspondence 
and the proclamation now laid before you; by virtue of which the 
commerce between the two countries will be renewable after the tenth 
day of June next. . 

Whilst I take pleasure in doing justice to the councils of his Bri- 
tannic majesty, which no longer adhering to the policy which - made 
an abandonment by France, of her decrees, a pre-requisite to a revo- 
cation of the British Orders, have substituted the amicahle course 
which has issued thus happily ; I cannot do less than-refer to the pro- 
posal heretotore made on the part of the United States entbracmg a 
like restoration of the suspended commerce: as a proof of the spirit of 
accommodation which has at no time been intermitted, and to the re- 
sult which now calis for our congratulaticos, as corrobor: ating the 
principles by which the public councils have been guided during a pe- 
riod of the most trying embarrassments. 

The discontinuance of the British orders, as they respect the U. 
States, having been thus arranged, a communication of the event has 
been forwarded, in one of our public vessels, to our Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary at Paris ; ; with instructions to avail himself of the important 
addition thereby made, to the considerations which press on the jus- 
tice of the French government a revocation of its decrees, or such a 
modification of them, as they shall cease to violate the neutral com- 
merce. of the United States. 

The revision of our commercial laws, proper to adapt them to the 
arrangement which - has taken place with Great Britain, will doubt- 
less engage the early attention of Congress. Jt will be worthy, at the 
same time, of their just and provident care, to make such further al- 
terations in the laws, as will more especially protect and foster the 
several branches of manufacture which have been recently instituted 
or extended by the laudable exertions of our citizens. 

It will rest with the judgment of congress to decide how far the 
change in our external prospects may authorise any modifications of 
the laws relating to the army and navy establishments. 

The works for defence of our.seaport towns and harbeurs have pro- 
ceeded with as much activity, as the season of the year and other cir- 
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cumstances wauld admit. It is necessary, however, to state, that the 
_appropriations hitherto made being found tobe deficient, a further 


provision will claim the early consideration of Congress. 

The whole of the eight per cent stock remaining due by the United 
States, amounting to five millions three hundred thou sand dollars had 
been reimbursed on the last day of the year 1808. And on the first 
day of April last, the sum in the treasury exceeded nine and an half 
millions of dollars. ‘This, together with the receipts of the current 
year, on account of former revenue bonds, will pronabiy be neagy, if 
not altogether sufficient to defray the expences of the year. But the 
suspension of exports and the consequent decrease of importations 
during the last twelve menaths will necessarily cause a great diminu- 
.tion in the receipts of the year 1810. After that year, should our for- 
eign relations be undisturbed, the revenue will again be more than 
commensurate to all the expenditures. 

Under the existing aspect of our affairs, I have thought it not in- 
consistent with a a just precaution, to have the gun-boats, with the ex- 
ception of those at New Orleans, placed in a situation, incurring no ex- 
pence beyond that requisite for their preser\ vation, sng coe 
for future service ; and to have the crews of those at New Orleans 
reduced to the number required for their navigation and rite 

I have thought also, that our citizens detached in quotas of militia, 
amounting to one hunéred thousand, under the act of March, 1808, 
might not improperly, be relieved from the state in which they were 
held for immediate service. A discharge of them has been accor- 
dingly directed. 

The progress madein raising and organizing the additional milita: 
force for which provision was made by the act of April, 1808, togeth- 
er with the disposition of the troops, will appear by a report which 
the secretary of war is preparing, and which will be laid before you. 

Of the additional frigates required, by an act of the last session, to 
‘be fitted for actual service, two are in readiness, one nearly so, and 
the fourth is expected to be ready.in the month of July. A report, 
which the secretary of the navy is prepar ing on the subject, to be laist 
‘before congress, will show at the same time, the progress made in 
officering and manning these ships, it will show also the degree in 
which the provisions of the act, relating to the other public armed 


‘vessels, have been carried into effect. 


Aware of the inconvenience of a protracted session, at the present 
season of the year, I forbear to call the attention of the Le gislature to 
any matters not particularly urgent. It remains thei -efore only to as- 
sure you of the fidelity and alacrity with which I shall co-operate for 
the welfare and happiness of our country ; and to pray that it may 


experiencea continuance of the divine blessing, by which it has been 
so signally favoured. JAMES MADISON. 


Extract of a letter from Philadcifhia, dated on Sunday, 
Mau 21st 1809. 

“We had an arrival kere last night from Cadiz, bringing advices to 
the 6th cf April----It is reported the French are in force within 18 
leagues of Seville. All the American vessels are at last libcraied, 
and preparing to come home----A French army its said to be on one 


sside of the Tagus, and a Portuguese army on the other; some of the 


troops of the latter are said to have risen on the commanding officer, 
gen. Freir, and killed him and his aid-de-camp. It is also reperted|, 
that all the important places in Spain aré now in the hands ‘of the 
‘French, excepting Cadiz.” 
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The arrival of the ship-Magdalen in the River Hooghly, was the 
subject of much congratulation at.Caicutta ; she was greeted as the 
harbinger of good news, and almost a general joy was diffused through 
the place, it being at first supposed that all differences were settled 
between England and America, and that a renewal of the usual in- 
tercourse with India had taken place ; the suspension of which, even 
for a short time, had caused a great stagnation in some branches ot 
the trade of Bengal.---When the real motive of the Magdalen’s ap- 
pean@h&ce was known though nothing favourable or unfavourable 
could be inferred from her arrival (she having sailed under a special 
licence from the American government) and notwithstanding the dis- 
appointment of the public expectation, she was received and treated 
as a vessel of the most friendly nation, every facility extended to her 
as formerly to American vessels, and placed on the same footing as 
their own ships 

From the British ships of war in India every civility and politeness 
was experienced that could have been desired, particularly regarding 
the crew ; in no instance was there an attempt to examine either the 
men, or their protections. 

Boston, May 25.---Yesterdav arrived here schooner Ranger, capt. 
Tuck, 19 days from St. Michaels. Capt. I. informs, that a British 
armed brig, which had touched at St. Michaels, a few days before 


he sailed, brought information of the French’'being at Lisbon. He, 


however understood that the account was considered very doubtful, 
from the indirect aad circuitous rout through which it was derived. 





WRITTEN IN A THUNDER STORM. MARRIED, 


By Carter. 


LET coward Guilt, with pallid Fear, 
To shelt’ring caverns fly, 

And justly dread the vengeful fate 
That thunders through the sky. 


Protected by that hand, whose law 
The threat’ning storms obey, 
Intrepid Virtue smiles secure 
As in the blaze of day. 


In the thick cloud’s tremendous gloom, 
The lighthing’s lurid glare, 

It views the same all-gracions Pow’r 
That breathes the vernal air. 


Through Nature’s ever-varying scene, 
By different ways pursued, 

The one eternal end of Heav’n 
Is universal good. 


_ With like beneficent effect, 


O’erflaming ether glows, 
As when it tunes the linnet’s voice, 
_Gr blushes in the rose. 


By reason taught to scorn those fears 
That vulgar minds molest, 

Let no fantastic terrors break 
My dear Narcissa’s rest, 


Thy life may all the tend’rest care 
Of Providence defend ; 

And delegated angels round 
Their guardian wings extend ! 


When through ¢reation’s vast expanse 
The last dread thunders roll, 

Untune the concord of the spheres, 
And shake the rising soul ; 


Unmov’d may’st thou the final storm 
Of jarring worlds survey, 

That ushers in the glad serene 
Of everlasting day ! 





On Tuesday evening last, by rev, Dr. 
Livingston, Daniel Livingston, Esq. to 
Miss Eliza Oothout. 


On Saturday evening last, by the rev. 


Dr. Abeel, George Bloom, esq. of Pough- 


keepsie, to Miss Harriet Brownjohn of 


this city. 

On Tuesday evening, 19th inst. by the 
rev. G. A, Kuypers, Mr. Benj. H, Meigs, 
merchant of Albany, to Miss Eleanor Vau 
Dyck, of this city. 

BILL OF MORTALITY, 
from the 14th to the 2Ist May. 


William Johnson 64 Jos. Hannilell 32 


Peter Clark -16 Haneah Wandle 51 
John Brown 26 Ann Post l 
Mary Barckley $5 Ann Davall 60 
John Williams 2 George Newman 33 
@liz. Lawrence 76 James Keafe 40 
Isam Todd (bik.) 53 Jacob Wandle 43 
Justus Bubenhan 75 John Vanpelt 85 
Pat. Armond 36 Thomas Banner 30 


Tt 


Mr. Byle’schild 5 Wh. Cristie 1] 
Cath FE. Blecher 2 Mr Evens’s child 2 


~ 
— 


Mr. Marven’s child2 Mary Butler 1 
John Masgrove 2m. Wm. Pitchard > 
Nut Cruger 3m. James Elria 6m. 


Win. Fitzpatrick6m. Mary Jenkins 14d. 
Mr. Anderson’s ¢hild 12d. 
Subscribers who have not been regularly serv- 


ed with the numbers, will please to leave their 
names at the oftice, cor. Wall and Wm. strs. 
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